CHAPTER   IV
1679 THE Duke and Duchess of York had now been separated from their children in England for five months, and again, and this time successfully, petitioned to have them with them. The two Princesses arrived in Brussels in August, on the understanding that they were to be sent back before the opening of Parliament, and the young Duchess had the happiness of seeing her child again, and of showing it to its grandmother. Almost immediately afterwards an unexpected event took the Duke of York suddenly to England. Charles II fell ill at Windsor on August 22, and sent an express to the Duke to come to him immediately, leaving the Duchess behind, and to give out " that he did it upon his own motion, so fearful His Majesty was of giving the least disgust," writes James, " and that if any fault were found, it might fall upon the Duke's shoulders, which were more accustomed to such burthens, and this he knew would make no great addition to what they already bore/' No one but the Duchess of York knew the truth when James, taking Lord Peterborough and John Churchill with him, started for London, and so faithfully was the secret kept, that the Pope wrote to the Duke, and subsequently to his wife, blaming his rashness in exposing himself and his hopes " to the hatred and snares of his enemies."
The Duke was received with joy by the King, to whom " he apologised out loud for coming without leave " ; the courtiers pressed around him with welcome and congratulations, and there is a significant passage of Barillon's to Louis XIV, show-
90greatest, mine or that of the Duchess of York, I should find it impossible to do so ; her tenderness is no new thing, but what it has always been, showing great affection and respect towards me. She is very tall, but rather thin, full of goodness and grace. Your Highness must not wonder that I should speak in such terms of my own daughter ; they are gifts from Heaven, in which I have had no part. The Duke adores her, and thanked me again for having bestowed her upon him. He certainly is a most excellent and amiable gentleman. There is nothing new from England, nor any appearance of returning there."
